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CITY COUNCIL
City Council Work Room

The Work Session begins at 6:00pm. Times for RL(s)/Topics are approximate only

Time Committee Chair

6:00pm ------------------ ---------------

6:15pm ------------------ ---------------

6:30pm

------------------

-----------------

---------------

---------------

6:45pm ------------------ ---------------

7:00pm Finance Webb

7:15pm ------------------ ---------------

7:30pm ------------------ ---------------

7:45pm ------------------ ---------------

City Council Planning & Community Development Committee:
RL 12-133, entitled “An Ordinance authorizing various amendments to sections 178, 265, and 410
City Code, regarding Community Food Systems and Livestock”.
Commission for review.

City Council Employees Committee: Berg (Chair), Webb, Papastrat
Introductory Ordinance 10-9, entitled “An Ordinance limiting all non
plan effective January 1, 2011”. Referred to Employees Committee on February 3, 2010.
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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA
City Council Work Room, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton

Monday April 15, 2013
The Work Session begins at 6:00pm. Times for RL(s)/Topics are approximate only and items may be considered earlier or later.

RL(s)/Topic Pages

Discussion: Requesting approval for
replacement of Billboard Destroyed by
Fire at 115 Montgomery Street (Pa’s
Woodshed Location)

1-15

Discussion: Sale of Greenman Senior
Center to Opportunities for Broome

---------

Discussion: Update from the
Community Development Advisory
Committee
Discussion: YWCA of Binghamton/
Broome County and Volunteers of
America use of 2009-2010 Emergency
Shelter Grant funds

---------

---------

Discussion: 1st Quarter Report on the
City of Binghamton’s Finances

---------

RL 13-65: Authorizing City to Accept
Gift of $15,000 from Binghamton
Rotary Lunch Club

16-19

Discussion: Obtaining a private
appraisal of the Greenman Senior
Center

---------

Discussion: Review Rules &
Procedures/Special Studies Committee
Recommendations for Alternative
Police Patrol Options
Discussion: Amending City Council
Meeting Schedule

---------

Discussion: Review Committee Reports
& Pending Legislation

---------

COMMITTEE REPORTS
City Council Planning & Community Development Committee: Webb (Chair), Berg, Mihalko

133, entitled “An Ordinance authorizing various amendments to sections 178, 265, and 410
City Code, regarding Community Food Systems and Livestock”. Recommendations submitted to the Planning

City Council Employees Committee: Berg (Chair), Webb, Papastrat
9, entitled “An Ordinance limiting all non-union employees to the PPO

plan effective January 1, 2011”. Referred to Employees Committee on February 3, 2010.
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and items may be considered earlier or later.

Presenter

Christina Pierce,
Lawrence Pierce

Mark Silvanic

Marty Doorey, Mary
Lou Regulski, Jennifer
Taylor

Charles Pearsall

Tarik Abdelazim

Councilman Papastrat

Councilman Berg

Council President
Rennia

133, entitled “An Ordinance authorizing various amendments to sections 178, 265, and 410 of the Binghamton
Recommendations submitted to the Planning

union employees to the PPO-B health insurance
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City Council Rules & Procedures/Special Studies Commit
Identifying alternative police patrol options.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH ▪ CITY OF BINGHAMTON

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

38 Hawley Street ▪ Bin ghamton, NY 13901 ▪ www.city ofbin ghamton.com
Phon e: (607) 772-7005 ▪ Fax : (607) 772-7155

City Council Rules & Procedures/Special Studies Committee: Berg (Chair), Motsavage, Papastrat
Identifying alternative police patrol options.
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tee: Berg (Chair), Motsavage, Papastrat
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Department of Planning, Housing, & 
Community Development 

 
 
Mayor, Matthew T. Ryan 
Director, Tarik Abdelazim 
 

City Hall ▪ 38 Hawley Street ▪ Binghamton, NY 13901 ▪ www.ci tyofbinghamton.com  
PH: (607) 772-7028 ▪ FX: (607) 772-7063 ▪ TTD for Hearing/Speech Impaired: (607) 772-7069 

Memorandum 

 

TO:   City Council Members 

FROM:   Leigh A. McCullen, Senior Planner 

DATE: April 12, 2013 

RE:    111-115 Montgomery Street, Off-Premise Advertising Sign (“Billboard”) 

 

 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL 

LCP Group has submitted a proposal to erect an off-premise advertising sign structure, commonly known as 

a billboard, at the above referenced site.  The 60-foot tall sign would contain two 14- by 48-foot (672 square 

foot)  sign faces oriented toward, and primarily viewable from, Interstate 81 and the entry and exit ramps 

onto the Brandywine Highway Off-premise advertising signs are prohibited within the City of Binghamton, 

except upon a permit issued by the City Council. 

BACKGROUD 

The subject site is currently vacant following a recent fire of the building commonly known as „Pa‟s 

Woodshed‟.  Prior to the fire, the building had a billboard type structure with only one sign face located on 

the roof.  The billboard was removed, along with the building, following the fire. 

The applicant has suggested that this proposal is similar to Park Outdoor‟s 2008 billboard approval.  

However, there is a clear distinction between Park Outdoor‟s 2008 approval which resulted in a significant 

decrease in the number of advertising signs by removing 27 signs in exchange for erecting 3 signs.  This 

request would result in an increase in signs and sign area; the previous sign on the site only had one face 

where the proposed sign would have two larger sign faces.           

PLANNING COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION 

Pursuant to the City of Binghamton Sign Regulations, the applicant was first required to submit the proposal 

to the Planning Commission for their review and recommendation to the City Council.   The only 
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documentation that the applicant submitted to the Planning Commission to support their proposal was the 

attached sign permit application.    

On April 1, 2013, The Planning Commission reviewed the request and voted unanimously to recommend that 

the City Council DENY the proposal.  In recommending denial the Planning Commission considered the 

following criteria: 

(a) Whether the proposed sign will have a substantial or undue adverse effect upon adjacent properties, 

the character of the neighborhood, traffic safety, and other matters affecting the public health, safety 

and general welfare.  

 

(b) Whether the proposed sign will be constructed or arranged so as not to dominate the immediate 

vicinity or interfere with the development or use of neighboring property.  

 

(c) Whether the proposed design will result in the destruction, loss or damage of any natural, scenic or 

historic features of significant importance.  

 

(d) Whether the proposed design will be compatible with the physical environment and aesthetically 

harmonious with the surrounding area.  

 

(e) Whether the proposed location and placement of the sign will create any traffic or safety hazards.  

 

(f) Whether the placement of the sign is necessary or desirable to provide a service which is in the 

interest of public convenience or which contributes to the general welfare of the community. 

 

Based upon the above criteria, the Commission found the following: 

 The proposal would negatively impact the physical environment and contribute negatively to the 

aesthetics of the surrounding area by contributing to sign clutter. 

 Additional sign clutter would contribute to the continued degredation of the scenic vista of the City‟s 

skyline as viewed from the Interstate.  

 Due to its proximity to the entry and exit ramps of Interstate 81 and the Brandywine interchange, the 

proposed sign would impact traffic safety be unnecessarily distracting drivers entering and exiting the 

freeway.   

 Evidence demonstrating that the proposed billboard is necessary, desirable or provides a public 

convenience has not been submitted by the applicant.    

BROOME COUNTY’S RECOMMENDATION 

Pursuant to Section 239 –l and –m of the General Municipal Law, the proposal was also reviewed by Broome 

County Department of Planning and Economic Development.  The County found that permitting these signs 

would be contrary to the vision statement for the Brandywine Corridor, would add to sign clutter and would 

adversely affect community character.  Therefore, Broome County has recommended DENIAL of the 

proposal.  Please see enclosed letter dated April 11, 213.   
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Under Municipal Law 239, the County’s denial of the project can only be overridden with a majority 

plus one vote of the full City Council.  A simple majority vote by the Council would be required to 

deny the project.  

CITY COUNCIL ACTION 

Within 30 days, or such longer period as may be agreed upon by the applicant, of receipt and review of the 

written recommendation of the Planning Commission, the Common Council shall either deny the permit or, 

by duly adopted ordinance, approve the permit, with or without modifications to be accepted by the applicant 

as a condition of such approval. Per the Sign Regulations, inaction by the City Council within the 

aforementioned time period shall be deemed a final denial of the permit.  

Under Municipal Law 239, the County‟s denial of the project can only be overridden with a majority plus 

one vote of the full City Council.  A simple majority vote by the Council would be required to deny the 

project.  

If Council intends to consider allowing the proposed sign, the applicant should be required to first verify the 

location of DOT right-of-way and provide an accurate site plan drawn to scale illustrating the proposed 

location of sign in relation to the location of the right-of-way.   

ENCLOSURES 

Enclosed is a copy of the applicant‟s sign permit application, pictures of the previous roof top billboard and 

Broome County‟s recommendation letter.      
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